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I know that this national championship was
a special triumph for Steve Spurrier because
when he played for the Gators, he won the
Heisman Trophy. He came back as a coach
to have many successes, but there is no suc-
cess like winning the national championship
and doing it for your alma mater after so
many efforts and so many fine performances
and, frankly, when it doesn’t come so easily,
when you have to keep fighting for it, even
sometimes when you think it’s not quite fair,
must make it all the sweeter.

I’ve also been in a position of having to
try to defeat someone who once beat me for
something I cared a great deal about, and
that makes it a little better, too. [Laughter]
So again, let me say it’s a great honor to have
you in the White House. I know I’m too old
to play for this team, but don’t hold my injury
against me.

Coach Spurrier, the floor is yours.
Thank you.

[At this point, head coach Steve Spurrier and
quarterback Danny Wuerffel made brief re-
marks and presented the President with a jer-
sey.]

Coach Spurrier. I don’t know if you can
wear that jogging or not.

The President. Yes, I can. Thank you.
Move that out of here so we can take a good
picture of this.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to John V. Lombardi, president, Uni-
versity of Florida, and his wife, Cathryn; Jeremy
Foley, Athletic Director, University of Florida;
and Mayor Edward Jennings of Gainesville, FL.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the Situation in Zaire
March 27, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
The Republic of Zaire has been embroiled

in an internal conflict for several months.
Rebels seeking to oust ailing President
Mobutu Sese Seko have captured more than
one-fifth of the country. While there is no
evidence that Americans are being directly
targeted, the potential for civil disorder and

general unrest in Kinshasa may subject
American citizens and property to a range
of risks, including those from criminal acts
and random violence.

On March 25, 1997, a standby evacuation
force of U.S. military personnel from the
U.S. European Command and the United
States deployed to Congo and Gabon to pro-
vide enhanced security for the more than 300
American private citizens, government em-
ployees, and selected third country nationals
in Kinshasa, should their evacuation become
necessary. We do not anticipate that the
more than 200 remaining American citizens
outside Kinshasa will be at risk. These forces
augment the noncombat-equipped enabling
forces that deployed to Congo on March 21,
1997, to prepare for a possible evacuation op-
eration.

The enabling and evacuation forces based
in Brazzaville, Congo and Libreville, Gabon
are prepared for a possible evacuation. These
forces include a forward deployed Joint Task
Force Headquarters, fixed-wing and rotary
aircraft, airport control and support equip-
ment, and medical and security personnel
and equipment. In addition, USS Nassau,
with a Marine Battalion Landing Team and
a helicopter squadron reinforced with fixed-
wing AV–8 Harrier aircraft embarked, is
moving into the area.

Although U.S. forces are equipped for
combat, this movement is being undertaken
solely for the purpose of preparing to protect
American citizens and property. United
States forces will redeploy as soon as it is
determined that an evacuation is not nec-
essary or, if necessary, is completed.

I have taken this action pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution.
I appreciate the support of the Congress in
this action to prepare to protect American
citizens in Zaire.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
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and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Memorandum on Protections for
Human Subjects of Classified
Research
March 27, 1997

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense,
the Attorney General, the Secretary of
Agriculture, the Secretary of Commerce, the
Secretary of Labor, the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development, the
Secretary of Transportation, the Secretary of
Energy, the Secretary of Education, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, the Director of
Central Intelligence,the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency, the
Administrator of the Agency for
International Development, the
Administrator of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration, the Director of the
National Science Foundation, the Chair of
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the
Director of the Office of Science and
Technology Policy, the Chair of the
Consumer Product Safety Commission
Subject: Strengthened Protections for
Human Subjects of Classified Research

I have worked hard to restore trust and
ensure openness in government. This memo-
randum will further our progress toward
these goals by strengthening the Federal
Government’s protections for human sub-
jects of classified research.

In January 1994, I established the Advisory
Committee on Human Radiation Experi-
ments (the ‘‘Advisory Committee’’) to exam-
ine reports that the government had funded
and conducted unethical human radiation ex-
periments during the Cold War. I directed
the Advisory Committee to uncover the
truth, recommend steps to right past wrongs,
and propose ways to prevent unethical
human subjects research from occurring in
the future. In its October 1995 final report,
the Advisory Committee recommended,
among other things, that the government
modify its policy governing classified re-
search on human subjects (‘‘Recommenda-
tions for Balancing National Security Inter-

ests and the Rights of the Public,’’ Rec-
ommendation 15, Final Report, Advisory
Committee on Human Radiation Experi-
ments). This memorandum sets forth policy
changes in response to those recommenda-
tions.

The Advisory Committee acknowledged
that it is in the Nation’s interest to continue
to allow the government to conduct classified
research involving human subjects where
such research serves important national secu-
rity interests. The Advisory Committee
found, however, that classified human sub-
jects research should be a ‘‘rare event’’ and
that the ‘‘subjects of such research, as well
as the interests of the public in openness in
science and in government, deserve special
protections.’’ The Advisory Committee was
concerned about ‘‘exceptions to informed
consent requirements and the absence of any
special review and approval process for
human research that is to be classified.’’ The
Advisory Committee recommended that in
all classified research projects the agency
conducting or sponsoring the research meet
the following requirements:

—obtain informed consent from all human
subjects;

—inform subjects of the identity of the
sponsoring agency;

—inform subjects that the project involves
classified research;

—obtain approval by an ‘‘independent
panel of nongovernmental experts and
citizen representatives, all with the nec-
essary security clearances’’ that reviews
scientific merit, risk-benefit tradeoffs,
and ensures subjects have enough infor-
mation to make informed decisions to
give valid consent; and

—maintain permanent records of the pan-
el’s deliberations and consent proce-
dures.

This memorandum implements these rec-
ommendations with some modifications. For
classified research, it prohibits waiver of in-
formed consent and requires researchers to
disclose that the project is classified. For all
but minimal risk studies, it requires research-
ers to inform subjects of the sponsoring agen-
cy. It also requires permanent record-
keeping.
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